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Particular Account of ſeveral 
EARTHQUAKES. 


Which have lately happened in IT AL 7. 


Earthquake happened in Italy, that laſted g or 10 Minutes 
Accompained with a Violent Showre and Tcmpeſtuous 
Wind, ſhook the City of Rome in ſuc h a manne1, that 
almoſt all the Inhabitants Forſook their Houſes with great Preci- 
pitation. The Nobility, ſome Retir'd to thelr Country Houſes, 
ſome lay in their Coaches in the moſt open Streets and Piazza's 


| LI the 14th of February 1703 at Night, a very Great 


of the City; where Tents were ſet up in all haſt for a good part 


of the People, while the reſt made their Eſcapes into the open Fields. 
The Pope, who Expected no leſs than ſuch uſage from St. Peter, 


while he was aCting for the Security of his Demeans, went to his 


Prayers in the Chapel of the Vatican, where he took up his Lodg- 
ing for ſome time, ordered all his Family to go to Cofeſſion, and 
Commanded all the Churches of the City to be ſet wide open, 
and all the Bells to be Tolled till 6 a Clock in the Morving, to 
invite the Nobility and the People to come to Confeſſion, and Pray 


to Holy Virgen to preſerve them from the Danger wherewith they: 
were Threatned; which they did in great Shoals, and that with 


ſo much the more Devotion, 2 of two little Shogs of the 
| * 
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Earth which they feit over and above the great one, the one at 
Four, the other at Seven of the Clock; Two Hours before day, 
che Holy Father went and faid Maſs himſelf in St Peter's Cathe- 
deralz and afterward, holding a Conſiſtory in the Vatican, he made 
a Speech in Latin to the. Cardinals, Exhorting them to Repen- 
tance, and to join their Prayers with his to Im plore the aſſiſtance 
ol Heaven, Upon the 16th in the Afternoen, the Earth was f 
Troubled with another ſmall Fit, while the Pope, with Twelve 
Cardinals went to viſit the Church of St. Giovanni de Lattrano, | 
and Repeat their Prayers over again in that Place: and upon his 
Return to the Vatican he cauſed plenary Indulgences to be publifh- | 
ed in Form of a Jubalee forall thoſe, who, who - after they had | | 
taken the Communion and been at Confeſſion ſhould Faſt the next 
day and viſite St. Peter's Church for two Days and two Nights 
together, to apieaſe the Impending Wrath of God ſince that there 
has been no other ſights to be ſeen but Solemn preceſſions of all the 
orders, with Crowds of People at their Heels of all Ages, Sexes - 
and Qualitys, going to gain the preſent * Jubilee © in the fame 
Church. Since the 1650 they have Felt no more of theſe Agues 
of the Earth; However, the Inhabitants will not foreſake their 
Tents and Huts Erected in the Piazza's and Gardains round a- 
bout the City, as alſo_in the Adjacent open Country, The 
en part of the Houſes in the City are much Endamaged, tho 
ſome more and fome leſs, by the firſt Shog which was moſt violent; 
The Hall of the Palace belonging to the Senator Campi Duglio, was 
quite over turned, as alſo one wk of the Palace of Spain, So that 
the Spapniſh Ambaſſador was ſain to Remove; nevertheleſs not 
one perſon has periſh'd by the Accident, which is look'd on as a 
very great Happineſs, or rather a very great Miracle. But the 
Gitys of Norcia, Carreto, Cuſcia, Rieti and Aquila, have not fared © 
10 well; bring almoſt wholly Swallow'd up in the Earth, and a- 
great number of the Inhabitants -burried under the Ruins of their 
Houles. Spoleto and Toligno, have alſo ſuffer'd very much... | | 
But this is not all; for by a Freſher account we find; that the | 
Deſolatien cauſed by the late Earthquake, in the Eccleſiaſtical ' | 
State has been more Dreadful, eſpecially in the Provinces of Sa- b 
Live and O 45rja, than tf the two Armies, ſo much dreaded, — 4 1 
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Towns ob Nercia, (cia, Viffe, Trigunte, Caſſel Vechiv, Mane Buſfa 
Pedevellay Lapreviz Aplama, rey Gone, and Gives Reale, are id 
tuved; and a great part of their Inhabitauts 


4 Wanner Oel 0 
unſorcunasty Buried in their Ruins. little City of Cipha Ducale 


is wholly Swallowed: up in che Karth with all her Iuhabitants, and in 
che ſame place ue 


$a Lake, the Water of which 
i3.of Rudy Colem aud Subns, A Mountain not far diſtaut, is 
Clitc in uo, in {4 myeb, chet there is an litexval, ſome Paces wide 
berwern the Sw Tops of it, and the ſame Accident befel another 
Nountain near Leongſſa; - Likewiſe Caſtle Gendolſe, Marina, Gena- 
z ara, ud Freſecai, have ſuffered very much by the Earthquake. The 
Account of People who periſhed in all che above meutiened Places, 
is got yet cer tain, but fame campute them to be. upwards: of 50009 
The Publick lols of Houſes, Charchts, and other Ediſaces, is unac- 
equntable; 50 that the Apoſtolick Chamber alone Joſes an annual 
Revenue of about 400 Ciowus, according to the Computation that 
has been made of the Damage. The greateſt part of the Buildings 
and Houſes in Rome gte much ſhattered, and dne Roman College, 
aud the Shurcbes of St. Pali d Carelos, and: S. Gregorirt have 
Extxream iy ſuffered. There have been theſe ſarther Remarks mad 
upon it; that the Sun had net Shone out in two Months time 
before, and that ſince Nero's Reign, there had not been fa Terrible 
an Earthquake in rbeſe parts. 2 

The Pope wha is deeply Senſible of, theſe Deſulations, bas ſentes 
Commiſfary te. Norcia, Caſcia and iff, with three Theuland 


re i ſtoad, ape 


Crowns, to be Diſtributed among the Pper Iuhabitants of chafs 


Places that are Eſcap d. He has alto ſent to the Goytrnopts af Spe- 
16e. Sabine, and Terni, to take care of the luhabitants of theſe 
Towns; Moroves, he has ſent his Swveyer:Gereral, wih. a great 
nnmber-of Maſſons and Carpenters, to Repair the Shattered Houſes 
and particularly the Corn: Mills, weich-bayeibeen exceed ingly Ruin g. 
He has allo given Order for the carrying of: Fig nnd Meal to the 
[aid Places, for the ſubſiſtance of the Inbabjtants,, who bave loſt all- 
their Corn and Ius by this Fatal Accident. Theſe Misforzunes. 


are locked upon as q Judgement from Heaven, and for that they are 


ſtill. ſenſible of ſome little Tremblings of the Feaveriſh Earch, both * 
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in Rome, and quite through as * Eecleſiaſtical State, People 


ate affraid of forme Shogs to come more Violent than the firſt. There- 
fore, to atoue Celeftial Wrath, the Pope has Publiſhed a new Jubilee 
for 15 days, which is to be opened upon Sunday the 21. Feb. 1703, 
with Plenary Indulgence to all that have been at Confeſſion, and Ree 
ceived the Communion, ſhall Viſite the Cathedrals of St. Peter, S. Gi- 
0911 di Salerano, Santta Maria Maygiore, and ſeveral other Churches 
fo that all theſe Places are always full of People. The Foxes Preach 
to the Geeſe; that is to ſay the Monks Preach Repentance in all core 
ners of the Streets," and Cunſeſſors Swarm jn every Hole. All Orders 
and Societies, Male and Iemale, go every day in Proceſſion, Sing 
{.-thnies, and Tear thoir Shoulders with their Diſcipline Whips, Every 
Nun, 4 an Erinuys to her ſelf, Every Monk, #' Lachelis to hiwſelf, 
with no more Mercy upon their Brawny Backs, than Boys upon Town 
Tops. The Pope and Cardinal Prieſts: ſuppiy the Office of Conſeſſors 
themſelves, and Adminifter the Sterament of Repentance. Pope 
has for theſe three Mownings together, Viſited the three Principal 
churchet, in order to gain his own Jubilee, Which done, he Viſited 
the Hoſpital of the curable, to whom he Diſtributed Silver Medals, 
with Indulgences to ſerve at the point of Death. | | 
Since this, the Pope ſaid a Solema Mais in St. Peter's Cathedral 
Church, for the Repole of thofe that were Swallow'd up of the Earth 
unde, and at his ewn Expence has caus'd a great many Maſſes to 
be ard upon the ſame Subject, as well in the ſame Church, as in 
St. Szuiour's and Sanita Maria Maggiore, Upon the 2d of this Inſtant 
being the Feſtival called, Tie Purification of the Hely Virgin, the 
Pope held a Chapel in the Vatican, and diſtributed the Wax Tapers; 
But while he was at that Pious Exerciſe, happened an other Con- 
cuſſion of the Earth, more Violent, and of longer Duration than the 
firſt 5 theſe Concuſſions laſted about 15 Minuts, and did very muck 
Damage. One part of the Cliſeum or Spier, the Ancient Remain- 
Aer of che Amptheater Built by V eſpaſian, was quite overturned, as 
were alſo ſeveral other Buildings. And this cuſſion likewiſe 
opened the largeſt Palaces. and other Magulficent Structures of Rome, 
not ſparing the Cathedral of St. Peter, nor the Vatican it lelf,, in ſo 
much, that they who were in the Church, Squiz'd one another in- 
going out, for Feas the Roof ſhould tumble upon their Heads. 2 
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tke Courtiers that were wich the Pope in the Vatican Chappel, left 

him at his Prayers, and Run ſor their Lives into the open Streets, 
Except 4 or 5 old Decript Cardinals, whoſe Infirmitys ſerved to 
fave the Reputation of their Faith -- All the Reſt that had Legs 
berook themſelves under the Blue Cannopy of Heaven; As for the 
Pope he fell upon his Knees, crying out for Mercy, and ſhed a Torrent 
. of Tears atter the Confeſſions were over, and that he made an End of 
bis Prayers, he went to St. Peter's Church, and there made Ardant 
Vows to apeaſe the Wrath of Heaven, and Implore Celeſtial Succour 
in ſo preſſing an Exigency ; Which done, he Return'd to his Apart- 
ment, Eat a Slight Dinner, and took a ſhort Nap; Aſter this, he 
Walk'd about to St. Clemarts Church, and from thence to Giovanni de 
Laterano, where he creept upon his Kee: to the higheſt Step of the 
Stairs, call'd Jacob's, ot the Holy Ladder, Bathing his Cheeks in Tears 
all the while, and all that Dry by way of Penitence, he Wore a kind 
of Hair-Shirt, and took uo other Nouriſhment but what his A- 
moners Diſtribute every Day to the Mendicant Friars. Nor are the 
People leſs Devote than his Holyneſs, but go to Conſeſſion, Viſite the 
Churches, and drag great IL. oads and Chains of a Prodigious Burthen 
after them, to gain the Berefite of the Jubilee, and one chere was 
who crauled upon his Knees from St. Auſtins Church to St. Peter's 
Cathedral; Neverthelſs,” they have not Faith enough as yet to Truſt 
God Almighty In their Houſes, but Live in the Gardens, and open 

Places, under Tents and Baragues. | - | 


Aad there is Advice ſince, That the Town of Spoleta 
is wholly deſtroyd by an Earthquake, and that what 
was ſtanding of Norci, is now totally Sunk. The Damage 
dong in t ha Ci y of Rome, is Reckon'd at above a Million 
of Crowns; And by an Account given in to the Pope, there - 
is betwixt 65 and 70000 People, and 68. Towns and Vil- 
lages deſtroy'd by the Earthquakes. in the Eccleſiaſtical 
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